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Mind in the Making
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN – AN OVERVIEW

Mind in the Making: The Science of Early Learning, developed by Families and Work 
Institute in partnership with New Screen Concepts, is an unprecedented and unparalleled 
collaborative effort to share the science of early learning with the general public, families and 
professionals who work with children and families.

Over the past eight years, we have filmed researchers “in action”—showing actual experiments 
and presenting the science of early learning with children from birth through eight years old in 
an accessible, engaging and inspiring way. We are creating a wide array of multimedia materials 
that are designed to help diverse audiences bridge the gap between knowledge and practice. 

The official “launch” of the national Mind in the Making initiative will be in the spring of 2010. 
The campaign will include:

•	 Mind in the Making, a new book by Families and Work president Ellen Galinsky, to be pub-
lished by HarperStudio in April, 2010;

•	 Network television appearances;

•	 Learning Modules for Early Childhood Teachers (in English and Spanish);

•	 Learning Modules for Families;

•	 A series of web-based videos for families; 

•	 A DVD of 25 important experiments in child development research—from the classics to the 
cutting edge;

•	 Practical “how-to” information for families; and

•	 Community mobilization efforts.

Our launch activities include:

•	 A preview event that took place on March 30, 2009 in Washington, DC: Linking Ready Kids to 
Ready Schools, sponsored by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the Education Commission of the 
States, the Children’s Leadership Council, Voices for America’s Children and select members 
of the Learning First Alliance;

•	 A meeting in Washington, DC of national organizations where we will offer up to 10 mini-
grants for national organizations that would like to partner with Mind in the Making to pro-
mote engagement in learning and essential, learning-related skills;

•	 Monthly Mind in the Making conference calls for national and community partners to discuss 
plans for the campaign; 

•	 A Congressional launch event (This will be a bipartisan event hosted by members of Con-
gress. Highlights will be made available to the general public via web clips and/or podcasts); 
and

•	 A National Press Club media event and satellite media tour to announce Mind in the Making. 
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Mind in the Making
AN OVERVIEW

Americans have become all too familiar with crisis in recent years—the economic crisis, the en-
ergy crisis. But there is one crisis where we remain stuck, a crisis that perhaps underlies the rest.  
And that is our crisis in learning. 

The learning crisis is multi-pronged. All children are born engaged in learning—they are unstop-
pable learners. But for some children, that fire dims before they start school—they start school 
behind and never catch up. For others, a gradual process of disengagement with learning adds 
to our nation’s high dropout rates. And then there are those who don’t drop out of school, but 
drop out of learning.

For the past eight years, we have conducted an extensive review of the research on how children 
learn best. We have interviewed and filmed more than 70 researchers, looking at:

•	 What makes young children stay motivated and engaged in learning, to see themselves as 
ongoing, life-long learners?

•	 In addition to content knowledge, what are the essential skills children need?

In Mind in the Making, we explore:

•	 How babies’ brains are wired to help them understand things about language, numbers, 
space, objects, and people—well before they can be taught this knowledge.

•	 How learning builds on these core capacities. 

•	 How important learning-related skills are in helping children succeed now and in the future, 
and how all of these skills involve executive functions of the brain.

These skills are: 

Skill 1: Focus and Self-Control 

Skill 2: Perspective Taking 

Skill 3: Communicating

Skill 4: Making Connections

Skill 5: Critical Thinking

Skill 6: Taking On Challenges

Skill 7: Pursuing Ongoing Learning
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The Mind in the Making Learning Modules for Early Childhood Teachers

The Mind in the Making Learning Modules for Early Childhood 
Teachers are a facilitated learning process consisting of 12 
modules that are designed to bridge the gap between research 
and teaching practice. The Learning Modules are intended to add 
first-hand experience, using the best research on “minds in the 
making”—that is, on how young children learn best—to other 
early childhood education, training and professional develop-
ment experiences. 

The Learning Modules are designed to complement existing 
early childhood teaching curricula, with a focus on helping 

teachers (defined as an adult who teaches and cares for young children) in schools, centers and 
home-based early childhood settings become more reflective and intentional in their work with 
young children and families. 

Although the research referenced in the Learning Modules focuses on birth through school-entry, 
states and communities have also used the Modules for teachers in the early elementary years. 
In addition, the Modules have been and can be used to teach students in community colleges, 
colleges and universities.

The Modules are now being used by many states to help teachers come to appreciate the 
value of research to them as teachers and learners—not just by reading about research or ac-
cepting it at face value, but through “evidence-based practice:” connecting the research with 
evidence from their own experiences, and with their own values and the values of their fami-
lies and communities.

The Learning Modules incorporate several core principles and features, including: 

•	 giving teachers an experience with their own learning that parallels the research on children;

•	 viewing videos of leading researchers conducting experiments to show how children learn best;

•	 helping teachers think about and synthesize the lessons from these experiences;

•	 trying out what they have learned with children; and

•	 getting feedback and continuing to apply what they have learned.

According to a University of Pittsburgh study evaluating the Mind in the Making Learning Mod-
ules for Early Childhood Teachers in Pennsylvania, teachers who completed the MITM learning 
modules “contributed to positive, meaningful changes in classroom practices that promote 
children’s social, emotional and intellectual development.” Furthermore, teachers with different 
educational levels, and years of experience of teaching and from programs of different levels of 
quality were equally likely to improve. 

New: In 2010, the Learning 
Modules will be updated 
to include new modules 
that focus on the seven 
essential skills that are 
described in Ellen Galinsky’s 
groundbreaking new book, 
Mind in the Making.
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MIND IN THE MAKING: FUNDERS

Lead Campaign Funders:

W.K. Kellogg Foundation  
AT&T Family Care Development Fund 
MetLife Foundation 
Johnson & Johnson 
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
A family foundation  
The Heinz Endowments 

Additional Campaign Funders:

The Procter & Gamble Company 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Citigroup Foundation 
Arizona Community Foundation 
Freddie Mac Foundation 
Carnegie Corporation of New York

Learning Modules for Teachers Funders:

The Heinz Endowments 
AT&T Family Care Development Fund 
Lucent Technologies Foundation 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 
Pritzker Early Childhood Foundation 
Vivendi Universal 
The Prudential Foundation 
The A.L. Mailman Family Foundation 
American Business Collaboration

Learning Modules for Families Funders:

The Marks Family Foundation

Developing a Model for Dissemination and Outreach Funders:

The Heinz Endowments 
The James and Judith K. Dimon Foundation 
The David & Lucile Packard Foundation 
The A.L. Mailman Family Foundation

MIND IN THE MAKING LEARNING MODULES FOR TEACHERS: PARTICIPATING STATES

Arizona 
Florida 
Massachusetts 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island
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J. Lawrence Aber, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Applied Psychiatry 
Steinhardt School of Education 
New York University

Nameera Akhtar, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Psychology 
University of California, Santa Cruz

Heidelise Als, PhD 
Associate Professor of Psychology 
Department of Psychiatry 
Harvard Medical School

Dan Anderson, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Psychology 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Patricia J. Bauer, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Senior Associate Dean, Research 
Emory University

Clancy Blair, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Applied Psychology 
Steinhardt School of Education 
New York University

T. Berry Brazelton, MD 
Professor of Pediatrics, Emeritus 
Harvard Medical School

Jeanne Brooks-Gunn, PhD 
Professor of Child Development and Education 
Teachers College and College of Physicians  
    and Surgeons 
Columbia University 
Co-Director, National Center for Children  
    and Families 
Co-Director, Columbia University Institute  
    for Child and Family Policy

Maureen A. Callanan, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Psychology 
University of California, Santa Cruz

Geoffrey Canada 
President and CEO 
Harlem Children’s Zone

Joseph J. Campos, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
University of California, Berkeley

Mary (Maya) Carlson, PhD 
Associate Professor of Neuroscience in Psychiatry 
Harvard Medical School 
Co-Principal Investigator, Child Care Quality 
The Project on Human Development in Chicago  
    Neighborhoods 
Harvard School of Public Health

Stephanie Carlson, PhD 
Associate Professor  
Institute of Child Development  
University of Minnesota 

Suzanne C. Carothers, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Teaching and Learning 
The Steinhardt School of Education 
New York University

Stanislas Dehaene, PhD 
Professor 
Chair, Experimental Cognitive Psychology 
College of France

Judy S. DeLoache, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
University of Virginia

Adele Diamond, PhD 
Professor of Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience 
Department of Psychiatry 
University of British Columbia  
Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
British Columbia Children’s Hospital, Vancouver 

Arne Duncan 
U.S. Secretary of Education 
Former Chief Executive Officer 
Chicago Public Schools

Carol S. Dweck, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Department of Psychology 
Stanford University

Felton J. Earls, MD 
Professor of Child Psychiatry 
Harvard Medical School 
Professor of Human Behavior and Development 
Scientific Director, Project on Human Development in  
    Chicago Neighborhoods 
Harvard School of Public Health

Maurice J. Elias, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Department of Psychology 
Rutgers University

Anne Fernald, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Developmental Psychology 
Stanford University 

MIND IN THE MAKING: RESEARCHERS AND EDUCATORS FILMED TO DATE



6

Kurt Fischer, PhD 
Professor of Education 
Director, Mind, Brain and Education Program 
Graduate School of Education 
Harvard University

Martin Gardiner, PhD 
Visiting Research Associate 
Brown University 
Director of Research 
The Music School, Providence

Rochel Gelman, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Department of Psychology 
Co-Director of Cognitive Science 
Rutgers University

Herbert P. Ginsburg, PhD 
Professor of Psychology and Education 
Columbia University

Susan Goldin-Meadow, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
University of Chicago

Roberta M. Golinkoff, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Director, Infant Language Project 
School of Education 
University of Delaware

Alison Gopnik, DPhil 
Professor of Psychology 
Institute of Cognitive Science 
University of California, Berkeley

John Gottman, PhD 
Co-Founder, The Gottman Institute 
Professor of Psychology, Emeritus 
University of Washington

Megan R. Gunnar, PhD 
Professor, Child Development 
Institute of Child Development 
University of Minnesota

J. Kiley Hamlin, M.Ph. 
Yale University Infant Cognition Center 
Department of Psychology 
Yale University 

Kathryn A. Hirsh-Pasek, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Department of Psychology 
Director, Infant Language Laboratory 
Temple University

Elena Hoicka, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
Infant Development Lab 
University of California, Santa Cruz

Carollee Howes, PhD 
Professor of Psychological Studies in Education 
University of California, Los Angeles

 

Janellen Huttenlocher, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
University of Chicago

Jerome Kagan, PhD 
Professor of Psychology, Emeritus 
Harvard University

Frank Keil, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Psychology 
Yale University

David Klahr, PhD 
Professor 
Carnegie Mellon University

Patricia K. Kuhl, PhD 
Professor of Speech and Hearing Sciences 
Co-Director, Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences 
University of Washington

J. Ronald Lally, EdD 
Co-Director 
Center for Child & Family Studies 
WestEd

Susan Levine, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
University of Chicago

Alicia F. Lieberman, PhD 
Vice Chair, Department of Psychiatry 
University of California, San Francisco

Kristi Lockhart, PhD 
Department of Psychology 
Yale University

Andrew N. Meltzoff, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Co-Director, Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences 
University of Washington

Walter Mischel, PhD 
Professor  
Department of Psychology 
Columbia University

Charles A. Nelson III, PhD 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Harvard Medical School 
Director, Developmental Medicine Center Laboratory of  
    Cognitive Neuroscience 
Children’s Hospital Boston

Rochelle Newman, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Maryland

Robert C. Pianta, PhD 
Professor of Education 
Curry School of Education 
University of Virginia
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Karen J. Pittman 
Executive Director 
The Forum for Youth Investment 
President 
Impact Strategies, Inc. 

Michael Posner, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Psychology 
Institute of Cognitive and Decision Sciences 
University of Oregon

Geetha Ramani, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
University of Maryland

Craig R. Ramey, PhD 
Director 
Center on Health and Education 
Georgetown University

Mitchel Resnick, PhD 
Professor of Learning Research 
MIT Media Lab 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Sharon A. Ritchie, PhD 
Senior Scientist 
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Rebecca Saxe, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience 
Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Laura Schulz, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Cognitive Sciences 
Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Lawrence J. Schweinhart, PhD 
President 
High/Scope Educational Research Foundation

Jack P. Shonkoff, MD 
Professor of Child Health and Development 
Director, Center on the Developing Child 
Harvard University

Daniel J. Siegel, MD 
Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry 
Center for Culture, Brain and Development 
School of Medicine 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Executive Director, Center for Human Development

Robert Siegler, PhD 
Professor of Cognitive Psychology 
Carnegie Mellon University

Catherine E. Snow, PhD 
Professor of Education 
Graduate School of Education 
Harvard University

Elizabeth Spelke, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Director, Laboratory for Developmental Studies 
Harvard University

Daniel N. Stern, MD 
Professor of Psychology 
University of Geneva 
Adjunct Professor of Psychiatry 
Weill Medical College 
Cornell University

Dorothy Strickland, PhD 
Senior Research Fellow 
National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) 
Graduate School of Education 
Rutgers University

Ross A. Thompson, PhD 
Professor of Psychology 
Department of Psychology 
University of California, Davis

Edward Z. Tronick, PhD 
University Distinguished Professor 
University of Massachusetts Boston 
Children’s Hospital Boston 
Harvard Medical School

Whitney Weikum, PhD 
Infant Studies Center 
Department of Psychology 
University of British Columbia

Janet Werker, PhD 
Director, Infant Studies Centre 
Professor 
Department of Psychology 
University of British Columbia

Amanda L. Woodward, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Psychology 
University of Maryland

Karen Wynn, PhD 
Lab Director 
Yale University Infant Cognition Center 
Professor of Psychology 
Yale University

Philip David Zelazo, PhD 
Professor  
Institute of Child Development  
University of Minnesota


